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M. BEC. XCIG 


INTRODUCTION. 


I Am refpedtfully to folicit the at- 
tention of the Public, before whom 
I come under the hardeft compul- 
fion, having never afpired to be- 
come an author, much lefs to enter 
into a literary difpute with a Lady; 
but when, in violation of all female 
decorum, that Lady fo far forgets 
herfelf as to villify and traduce me 
in the coarfeft language, and to ex- 
tend this outrage to one defervedly 
dear to me, whom I am bound, by 
the moft folemn ties, to protect, 
when under pretence of afferting 
her daughter’s innocence, fhe brings 
forward the groffeft infinuations and 
calumnies in the moft public man- 


ner, 


ait, 
ner, and charges them on us, if 
becomes necefiary to fhew the injuf= 
tice of the charge, by ftating to the 
Public the tranfaction, as far as we 
are concerned; and though the 
criminality of her daughter be made 
apparent, the blame cannot be im- 
puted to me; the imprudent con- 
duct of the mother forces. out the 
truth. . My wifh was, that it might 
have been concealed from the pub- 
lic eye, in compaflion to the mo- 
ther, as well as the daughter; and 
when I found an inveftigation could 
not be avoided, I meant to have 
done. it by an.appeal to the laws of 
My country, as the annexed opinion 
..of Counfel will explain, which will 
alfo account for the neceflity of this 


publica- 


publication, The perfon off in- 
terefted, from the nobleft motives, 
abftains from all defence in Ais ows 
caufe; and it is obvious to remark, 
that the fame motives which re- 
ftrain him ought to {timulate me. 
His filence may, and, doubtlefs 
would, on many accounts, be im- 
puted to him as honour ; the hardeft 
conftructions would, probably, be 
made on mine. The afhdavits and 
documents are fuch as were laid 
before Counfel for legal advice; and 
though but a part were furnifhed 
by me, I avoid either feleGting, or 
any ways altering the form of the 
{tatement. The fadts, as ftated, I 
thall leave to the difcernment of the 
reader, without either argument or 


obferva- 


[- vat. J 
obfervation ; nor will it be expected 
I fhould defcend to reply to the 
vulgar and outrageous abufe of Mrs. 


Gunning’s publication. 


Convinced no perfon will think 
thefe documents wantonly brought » 
forward, it only remains I fhould 
apologize to thofe very refpedctable. 
perfonages, whofe names are un- 
avoidably made ufe of—a liberty 
the exigence of the cafe alone can 


-xcufe. 
ESSEX BOWEN. - 


April 10, 1791. 


Mrs. GUNNING’s Pamphlet is left 
herewith for your perufal, as alfo the copy 
of the paragraph in the Morning Poft of 
19th March, 1791, containing an extract 
from the publication. Captain and Mrs. 
Bowen feel their characters fo much called 
in queftion by the fame, that they think 
it right to requeft your advice on the acca- 
fion. They are poffefied of, and have in 
their power, ample materials (copies of 
which are now left for your perufal) to 
falfify every fact charged on them, or al- 
luded to again{t them, in that publication, 
and fully to juftify their own characters 
and conduét in the bufinefs. 


b Will 


a 

Will it, therefore, be advifeable and 
proper for them to profecute the author 
and publifhers, or either of them, crimi- 
nally, or by aétion, and againft whom 
would you advife fuch action or criminal 
profecution; or in what other manner 
fhould Captain and Mrs. Bowen att fo as 
to take off the impreffion thefe publica~ 


tions may have made to their prejudice? 


OPINION. 


O PLN ION: 


WE have read Mrs. Gunning’s pam- 
phlet which accompanied the Cafe, and 
find in it charges of a very ferious nature 
againft Captain and Mrs. Bowen : but per- 
fons are every now and then placed in 
fituations fo fingular, that the wifeft laws 
(which are direéted to general objeéts) are 


not always adequate to reach them. 


The law does not authorife profecutions 
or actions merely to affert chara@ter by 
eftablithing the falfehood of calumny, but 
as the means of recovering damages by 
the party injured, or criminally punith- 
ing the offenders again{ft the public peace ; 
and the opinion of the world, therefore, 
is very much governed on fuch fubjegts 
by the amount of the damages given or 
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xa | 
the punifhment inflited. A very fmall 
part of the Public have leifure or ability 
to inveftigate the merits of the trial, and 
the general judgement is formed by the 
event. In the prefent cafe, theréfore, if 
Captain Bowen were to have recourfe to 
law, and were to prevail, the event’on the 
principle alluded to would rather’ milead 
than undeceive the Public, becaufe the 
-punifhment or damages would probably be 
very fmall. We put, indeed, punifhment 
out of the queftion; for as his objeé& is 
the vindication of his character, it would 
not be effe&ed by a profecution which 
thuts out the author or publifher from a 
juftification founded on ‘the truth of the 
publication. He could only, therefore, 
confiftently with his views, which are 
very properly directed, commence an ac- 


tion for damages againft the author, the 


printer, or both. 


With 


f xm | 

, With regard to.the firft, every princi- 
ple of honour and delicacy forbids an ac- 
tion. againft Mrs. Gunning, becaufe the 
General himfelf muft, by the forms of 
law, be made the Defendant with her, 
and what is more effential, would be re- 
{ponfible for the damages and cofts reco- 
vered again{t her: befides Mrs. Gunning 
is (as it.is reported) abroad, and out of 


the jurifdiction of the Court. 


With regard to the printers, though 
they are, by the policy of the law, refpon- 
fible for what they publifh, yet, in efti- 
mating damages, that re{ponfibility is ge- 


nerally meafured by circumftances, 


Wherea man malicioufly, or even rafhly, 
fends forth from a mercenary prefs. unau- 
thorized or anonymous flander, the wrong 
fuffered, be it what it may, ought to lead 
to the meafure of the damages: But where 


a printer, 


a sige! 
a printer, as in this cafe, in the fair courfe 
of his trade, only gives circulation to the 
narrative of a perfon of rank in the world, 
in the publicity of which, honour, and even 
perfonal fafety, appear to be interefted, 
which is befides {anctioned, with the fo- 
lemnity of an oath. And with the truth 
or falfehood, of which the printer does not 
appear to have mixed himfelf by any a@ 
beyond the mere one of printing, a jury 
would undoubtedly diftinguith between the 
malicious invention and the innocent me- 
chanic. But there is a higher principle ‘in 
our minds than the fuccefs of an action ; 
namely, the juftice of it. “And we do not, 
therefore, advife Captain Bowen to profe- 
cute a fuit which, to render at all ufeful to 
him, muft be pufhed to the effet of reco- 
vering heavy damages againft a mere prin- 
ter, to whom, in this particular’ inftance, 


no malice is imputed. 


Captain Bowen, in this particular | fitaa- 


tion, 


[ 7% I 
tion, has no alternative but to rely on the 
infufficiency of the evidence brought for- 
watds by Mrs. Gunning, or to ftate to the 
public the faéts relating to himfelf which 
accompany the cafe, and which appear to 
us to be fufficient to bear out any legal pro- 
ceeding, and extremely material and im- 


ortant for public confideration. 
p Pp 


This, however, is a matter of difcretion 
with himielf, and not within our province 
to advife on; only, that if he purfues that 
courfe, we would fuggeft to him the pro- 
ptiety of a plain and fimple communication 
of the facts, rather than a difplay of argu- 
ment or compofition, however much. he 
may feel his mind affected by what has 


been written againft him. 


'T. ERsKINE, 
J. CAMPBELL, 


Joun TonBLanaur. 


April 7th, 1791. 


LAID BEFORE COUNSEL. 


M ISS Elizabeth Gunning, the only 
child of General Gunning, and niece of 
the late Duchefs of Argyll, aged twenty- 
one and upwards, from her family and 


conneClions was introduced to people of 


the firft rank. 


Reports had, in the courfe of laft fum- 
mer, been circulated, that a marriage was 
intended between the Marquis of Bland- 

B ford, 


es 

ford, the eldeft fon of the Duke of Marl- 
borough, and. Mifs Gunning, and feveral 
letters were faid to have pafled between 
the parties. Sufpicions, however, having 
been entertained by General Gunning as to 
the truth and authenticity of thefe letters 
and correfpondence, Mifs Gunning, in juf- 
tification of herfelf, wrote a narrative of 
what, as fhe alledged, had pafled between 
her and the Marlborough family, particu- 
larly Lord Blandford. — On the idea that 
the facts ftated in that narrative were true, 
General Gunning wrote a letter to the 
Duke of Marlborough, which he delivered, 
together with a packet encloling Mifs Gun- 
ning’$ narrative, to his own Groom on 
Thurfday the 3d of February, 1791, in 
the forenoon, with orders to go with the 
fame to the Duke of Marlborough’s at 
Blenheim. ‘The letter was in the follow- 


ing words: 


ST. JAMES’S PLACE, 
3° Febry, 179%. 


** MY LORD, 


‘“¢ J wave the honour of addreffing this 
** letter. to your Grace, not with the 
** {malleft with, after what has pafled, of 
** having a marriage eftablithed between 
‘“* Lord Blandford and my daughter, or of 
‘¢ claiming any promife or propofal to that 
** effet, but merely to know whether your 


‘* Grace, or-the Duchefs of Marlborouch, 


Og 


«¢ have it in recolleGtion that your Graces 
‘* or Lord Blandford ever gave my daugh- 
** ter reafon to think a marriage was once 
‘¢ intended. 

‘** My motive for giving this. trouble 
‘s arifes merely from a defire of removing 
‘*-any imputation from my daughter’s cha- 
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raéter, as if fhe had entertained an idea. 
of fuch importance without any reafon- 


able foundation. 


<< For my own fatisfaction, and that of 
my moft particular friends, who had 
been induced to believe the reports of 
an intended marriage, I have defired 
my daughter to draw up an accurate 
narrative of every material circumftance 
on which that belief was founded. 


<¢ This narrative I have the honour of 
tran{mitting to your Grace for your 
own perufal, and that of the Duchefs 
of Marlborough and Lord Blandford, 
thinking it highly fuitable that -you 
fhould have an early opportunity of 
examining it; and J] beg leave to re- 
queft your Grace will, after examina- 
tion, correct or alter fuch paflages as 
may appear either to your Grace, the 
‘¢ Duchefs 


raed 
<¢ Duchefs of Marlborough, or Lord Bland- 


‘¢ ford, to be erroneoufly ftated. 


<¢ | have the honour to be, 
<< With the greateft refpect, 
‘¢ My Lorp, ! 


‘© Your Grace’s 
«© Moft humble and 
‘© Moft obedient Servant, 


“ Joon GuNNING.” 


On the 4th of February the Groom de- 
livered to General Gunning’s Valet a let- 
ter, the cover direfted, ‘‘ General Gun- 
«‘ ning, St. James Place, London, Feb. 
«© 3d;” which cover appeared to be fealed 
with the Duke of Marlborough’s arms.— 


The letter was in the following words : 


| s¢ BLENHEIM. 
coe Sul, 


‘; ] rake the earlieft opportunity to 


‘* acknowledge the receipt of your letter, 
and 


[ 6] 
and to anfwer it with that explicitnefs 
you are fo much entitled to. From the 
firft of the acquaintance of the D—s 
of Marlborough and myfelf Aad with 
Mifs Gunning, we were charmed with 
her, and it was with infinite fatisfaCtion 
we difcovered Blanford’s {entiments 
fimilar to our own. It had been long 
the wifh of both to fee him married to 
fome amiable woman — your daughter 
was the perfon we had fixed on, and we 
had every reafon to fuppofe the objec 
of his tendereft affe€tions, and, from 
the condu& of both himfelf and his fa- 
mily, yourfelf and Mifs Gunning had 
undoubtedly every right to look on a 
marriage as certain — indeed when I left 
town laft fummer I regarded her as my 
future daughter, and I muft fay itis with 
forrow I relinquifh the ideaa—The ac- 
tions of young men are not always to 
be accounted for; and it is with regret 
f acknowledge my fon has been particu- 


‘* larly 


bitin 


‘¢ larly unaccountable in his. ——-I beg you 
‘<¢ will do me the juftice to believe that I 
‘¢ fhall ever think myfelf your debtor for 
‘¢ the manner in which you have con- 
«© ducted yourfelf in this affair, and that 
‘¢ J muft always take an intereft in the 


‘¢ happinefs of Mifs Gunning —TI beg, if 


‘¢ fhe has not conceived a difguft for the 
‘¢ whole of my family, fhe will accept the 


‘¢ fincereft good wifhes of the Duchefs 
‘¢ and my daughters. 


<¢ | have the honour to remain, 
a ae Wad 85 
¢¢ Your much obliged and 


¢¢ Moft obedient, humble Servant, 


‘¢ MARLBOROUGH.” 


“ General Gunning.” 


Ey Bie] 

On the receipt of this letter General 
Gunning was much pleafed, and imme- 
diately went to the Duke of Argyll’s with 
it, and fhewed it to the Duke; but very 
foon after General Gunning was convinced 
he had been abufed, and that the letter 
above ftated, which he fuppofed came 
from the Duke of Marlborough, was 


forged. 


What firft induced a fufpicion that this 
letter of the 3d of February was a for- 
gery, was, that the word Blandford was 
fpelt Blanford; that the wax with which 
it was fealed was black, though the letter 
was wrote on gilt paper; and the envelope 


was a different hand to the letter itfelf. 


About five in the afternoon of Tuefday 
the 8th of February, in the forenoon of 
which day General Gunning had feen Lord 
Henry Spencer, the General received a 
note from Mrs. Bowen, exprefling her with 


to 


ee 


to fee him that evening, but not to let any 


other part of his family know of it. 


It may be proper to ftate, previous to 
mentioning the converfation between Ge- 
neral Gunning and Captain and Mrs, 
Bowen, at this interview, what had pafed 
between Mrs. and Mifs Gunning, and Cap- 


tain and Mrs. Bowen. 


On or about the 2oth of January Mrs. 
Gunning informed Captainand Mrs. Bowen, 
that her daughter’s match with Lord Bland- 
ford was at length fettled, and would very 
fhortly take place—that the marriage fettle- 
ments were figned--Mrs. Gunning mention- 
ed the Truftees on Mifs Gunning’s part, and 
many other circumftances—the wedding 
clothes, jewels, &c.— When Mrs. Gun- 
ning mentioned thefe circumftances to Mrs. 
Bowen, fhe was very prefling with her to 
{pend as much time as fhe could at St. 
Jamies’s Place, as it was improper her 


Cc dau ghter 


© 
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daughter fhould go out till her marriage 
took place; that they (General Gunning’s 
family) were in daily expeétation of the ar- 
rival of Lord Blandford in town; but.that 
Mrs. Gunning dreaded the effects of Lord 
Lorne’s difappointment (who had likewife, 
as fhe faid, paid his addreffes to Mifs Gun- 
ning) and that Mrs. Gunning apprehended 
her daughter’s marriage with Lord Bland- 
ford would drive Lord Lorne to fome act 


of defperation. 


Both Captain and Mrs. Bowen (then re- 
{pecting Mrs. Gunning as a perfon of ftria&t 
honour and veracity) had not the leaft 
doubt but that a marriage between Lord 
Blandford and Mifs Gunning was to take 
place— till Tuefday the 1ft of February, 
Mrs. Bowen received the following letter 
from Mifs Gunning, ftated in the pam- 


phlet, a copy of which was fent Mrs, Gun- 


ning with the affidavits, 


« You 
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8 o’Clock, Tuefday. 
‘© You will, my dear Mrs. Bowing, be 
furprized at receiving a note from me fo 
early ; but when I tell you my motive, 
you will, I am fure, intercede with Mr. 
Bowing to pardon the hberty Iam going 
to take, and grant my requeft. I will 
tell you, in a very few words, the fitua- 
tion I have for fome time been in. 
Mama, weded toLord Blandford, thought 
every thing he did right, while I was 
merely a cypher in the whole affair ; 
and, indeed, to tell you the truth, that 
was the only light | wifhed to be confi- 
dered in; For though I acknowledged 
him to be very aimable, my heart re- 
fufed him any fhare in it, as it has long 
been devoted to another. Within this 
week I have gained papa fo far of my 
fide, as to reprefent to him that I was 
difpleafed with the conduét of Lord B, ; 
and as he has a natural affection for the 


itis? < per 
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66 


66 
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perfon interefted in my application, he 
the more readily joined me, and three 
days ago wrote, at my pofitive requeft, 
to the Duke of Marlborough to tell him 
that I was not fatisfied with Lord B., 
and in the moft handfome manner wifhed 
to break off all further conneftion.—The 
Duke of M. wrote a letter, which he re- 
ceived yefterday, and of which I inclofe 
you the copy, and beg you will have 
the goodnefs to afk Mr. Bowing to write 


it off fair for me,.as I wrote it from me- 


‘ mory, and with to fend it to a friend of 


mine this evening by the pott. Pray 
tell him my ftory, but fave me as much 
as you can. If I could prefent Lord 


Lorne to you, he would be an apology 


‘ for every thing I have done. | Neither 


papa or I have courage to tell mama 
this, for fhe detefts the perfon deareft 
to me on earth. JI am fure I may de- 
pend on your not telling her any part of 
this letter.—I fhould have fpoken to you 
sae 


| “43 2) 

‘* Jaft night, but I found I had not cou- 
‘¢ rage. Do not fend any note or meflage 
‘¢ to this houfe about the contents of this 
‘¢ Jetter: I will fend to you about two 
‘© o'clock for the copy I hope Mr. Bow- 


‘¢ ing will have the goodnefs to fend me. 


*¢ T would. call, but that Iam to be all the 
‘¢ morning at Argyle Houfe. I write in 
‘¢ fuch a hurry I do not believe you will 


‘¢ be able to read this. 
«© Ever yours affectionately, 


Sf BR. GUNNING.” 


In the’ cover inclofed with that letter 


aa 
a2 


was a written paper, purporting to be 
letter from the Duke of M. to Genera 
Gunning (being the letter marked A) fee 


y 


om 


p. 5. Mrs. Bowen does not recollect ever 
having received any letter or note from 


Mifs Gunning before, nor had fhe ever 


[te J 
pofed marriage. *—On receiving the letter 
on Tuefday, Captain and Mrs. Bowen took 
it for granted that Mifs Gunning really 
had declined the addrefles of Lord Bland-’ 
ford for Lord Lorne’s fake, and that the 
General and his daughter had their reafons 
for not letting Mrs. Gunning know it.— 
They (Captain and Mrs. B.) had no com- 
munication with any of the parties but the 
General’s family ; and though they were 
frequently at General Gunning’s houfe, 
they very feldom faw him, he being often 
engaged out. Indeed Captain Bowen never 
had {poken to the General on the fubje& of 


Mifs Gunning’s marriage, —- Mrs. Bowen 


* Mifs Gunning in conyerfation with Mrs. Bowen 
foe days after, expreffed the obligation’ to Captain 
Bowen for having copied the letter for her on Tuefs 
day ; and on Saturday fhe informed Mrs. Bowen fhe 
had another letter that her father had fince received 


from the Duke of Marlborough, which fhe meant to 


requeft Captain Bowen to copy for her. 


had. 


Logs al 
had once, in the month of November*, 
when fhe was to pay General Gunning’s 
family a vifit from Kenfington, mentioned 
the report refpeCting Lord Blandford and 
Mifs Gunning’s marriage, which the Gene- 


ral did not contradict. 


Mrs. Gunning conftantly exprefling a 
vaft deal of anxiety for Lord Blandford’s 
atrival, and likewife very great apprehen- 


fions for the confequences of his Lordfhip’s 


* The firft converfation Mrs. Bowen ever had with 
any part of General Gunning’s family on the fubject 
of Mifs Gunning’s match, was in the month of No- 
vember, when on a vifit at St. James’s Place. Mrs. 
Bowen having exprefled to Mrs. Gunning that fhe 
hoped the account fhe had read in the papers, an- 
nouncing a marriage between Lord B. and Mifs 
G. was true. Mrs. G. anfwered, “ it was very true;” 
and that they (General Gunning’s family) had been 
wifhed joy on the occafion fome months before by 
the whole town ; and in the courfe of the fame day, 
when Mrs. B. congratulated General G, on the prof- 
pect of his daughter’s making fo great a match, the 


General did not contradict the report. 
and 


eo) 
sat 
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and Lord, Lorne’s meeting, on’ Saturday 
the 5th Mrs. Bowen was induced.to.at- 
tempt to undeceive her as to the ftate of 
her daughter’s affections, not eritertaining 
adoubt of the truth of Mifs Gunning’s let- 
ter, and therefore mentioned to Mrs. Gun* 
ning the contents of that letter, -- But-Mrs. 
Bowen withing not to.appear to. betray,the 
confidence Mifs Gunning had repofed»in 
her, fhe defired Mrs. Gunning to tell her 
daughter that fhe (Mrs. B.) had dropt:the 
letter..by accident .from.her pocket,.and 
that-Mrs,Gunning had picked-it up, and 
knowing the hand writing, had..tead it ; 
Mrs. Bowén-not having the letter about her, 
Mrs. Gunning faid the would:call on her 
the next day for it. Early the next morn- 
ing (the 6th of February). Mrs. Bowen:te- 


ceived the following note from Mifs Gun- 


‘* Dear Mrs. Bowing,—I am fure no- 


‘¢ thine but having been very much fright~ 


—/ 


“¢ ened 
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Boone} 
ened Jaft night could have made you 
betray a confidence repofed in you ; 1n- 
deed you had almoft killed me; and no- 
thing, I am convinced, but a denial on 
my part, could have faved mama from 
inftantly leaving the Houfe. She now 
thinks you have been impofed on by for- 
gery, and means to call on you to goout 
an airing with us; and at the fame time 
fhe wants you to fhew her my letter, 
but for God fake, do not.—-If you have 
the {malleft confideration—burn it—it is 
for her own fake I requeft this, as it is 
only her own peace I confult in not in- 
ftantly owning every thing but in fu- 
ture I am determined to have no will 
but her’s, trufting to your bonour in not 


mentioning this note. 
‘¢ J remain, dear Mrs. Bowing, 
‘¢ Affetionately yours, 


6c F. GUNNING: 


é¢ Mama 


[ a8 3 
“¢ Mama at firft told me that fhe had 
picked up my letter to you which you 


** had dropped, but after owned you had 
** defired her to fay fo; but that you began 
: ** to tell her, without any fuch thing, and 
4 ‘< defired her to fay the had requefted you 
“ ** to. leave the houfe.— Do write mea 
** word to fay you did not mean to deceive 


** me and make mifchief.” 


On the outfide of the letter, of which 
the above is a copy, was written as. fol- 


lows: 


‘¢ I would not have papa told what 
‘¢ paffed laft night for the world, as he 
would never again fee mama, or any 


‘*¢ body that had told her.—I truft this let- 


‘* ter toyou and Mr. Bowing’s honour. 


And about twelve o’clock Mifs Gunning 
herfelf called on Mrs. Bowen, and faid fhe 
- had come unknown to her mother. — Mifs 


3 Gun- 


ee | 

Gunniag defiréd that Mrs, Bowen would’ 
deftroy the letters fhe had fent her: and re- 
quefting pen, ink, and paper, wrote two 


notes or letters *, Mifs Gunning wrote 


* The following are fuppofed to be the two notes, or 


letters taken from Mrs. Gunning’s pamphlet : 


*« "Tuefday 
“© Dear Mrs. Bowen. 


“* As you feem to be in the confidence of 


“~ 
“~ 


Mama I think it right to tell you that you may 
hint to her that my affections are engaged to my 
ce nL—d L 
“* ried to L—d B———— as fhe feems to think ; will 


and that I am not to be mar- 


you be fo good to get the enclofed copyed for 


me? 


** Affectionately yours, 
(Signed) ‘ E. Gunning.” 


<Srpit. 
*¢ T muft fay I with you and your daughter 


had known your own minds fooner in ref{pect to my 


¢¢ fon. 


‘“¢ Tam your moft 
‘“¢ Obedient” 


Signed at length 
but the name mifpelt. 


D2 them 
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them in a harfd (as fhe expreffed it herfelf) 
fo unlike her own, that her mother muft_ 
~take them for forgéries; with which fhe 
i faid, Mrs, Bowen had Leen deceived —Mifs 
| Gunning gave as a reafon for what fhe did, 
‘that if her mother was undeceived,.in:re- 
{pect to her attachhent to Lord Lorney:to 
ufe her own: words, ‘* twould ‘produce 
fuch a rumpus in the family,” that: it 
would be the means of féparating her fa- 
ther and mother. Mrs. Bowen was in- 
‘duced, from thofe confiderations, to com- 
ply fo far with Mits Gunning’s requeftas 
fo enclofe thefe notes, or letters, apologiz- 
ing for not feeing Mrs. Gunning when the 
‘ealled, -in order to avoid any farther expla- 
“pation; but fortunately Mrs. Bowen) did 
not comply with the whole of Mifs Gun- 
“ning’s requeft of burning the letters, which 
°<Maifs Gunning had «made a point of) with 
‘Mrs. Bowen ‘on quitting her.on»Sunday. 
Some inconfiftencies in the condué of Mifs 
| Gunning when fhe Called, and hearing in 


the 


[ a1 ] 
the courfe of Sunday and Monday that re- 
ports prevailed in the world that Mrs. and 
Mifs Gunning were fufpected of carrying 
on a ‘fiGitious. correfpondence, Mr.. and 
Mrs. Bowen thought it proper to requett 
to fee General Gunning 5 and for that pur- 
pofe;, on Tuefday the 8th of February, 
Mrs. Bowen wrote a note to the General 


as before mentioned *, 


About feven o’clock that evenmg Ge- 
neral Gunning went to Mr. Bowen’s—Cap- 
¢ain and Mrs. Bowen were at home. — Af- 
ter the ufual compliments, Captain Bowen 
afked General Gunning if he had received 
a letter from the Duke of Marlborough? 
to which the General anfwered he had. 
Captain Bowen then produced a paper, 
afking General Gunning af the -contents 
were any thing dike the Jetter he ‘had :te- 
‘eeived from. the Duke of Marlborough ? 


# So far Captain Bowen’s narrative. 


On 


[aR 
On reading over the fame, General Guni 
ning expreffed great {urprife, and faid it 
feemed to him to be exaétly the fame; but 
luckily he had the Duke’s letter in his 
pocket, which he immediately produced. 
On feeing the envelope, Captain Bowen 
did not exprefs any furprife; but, upon 
opening the letter, he immediately faid 
that he wrote that very letter as a copy, 
which he had fent to Mifs Gunning 


5? 
obferved, he had written the word «* Copy” 


and 


at the top, and the word “ Signed’’ op- 
pofite the fignature, and that if General 
Gunning would hold it up to the light, 
erafures muft appear — which were’ evi- 
dent, and. will be hereafter mentioned *: 
and Captain Bowen fhewed to. General 
Gunning Mifs Gunning’s letter receiv- 
ceived by Mrs. Bowen on the Tuefday be- 
fore, and likewife gave into his poffeffion 
the two other letters Mrs. Bowen “had re« 


ceived from his daughter, which General 


* Vide page 41. 


Gunning 
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Gunning was fatisfied were his daughter’s 


writing *. 


General Gunning thought it proper to 


examine the Groom whom he had fent to 


* Captain Bowen having fince thought it necef 
fary to requeft General Gunning would exprefs his 
fentiments as to the handwriting, received the fol- 


lowing letter : 


“ No. 13, Norton Street, 
‘© rith April, 1791. 
“FL Ts 


‘© T DECLARE that the letters you fhewed me on — 
« Tuefday evening the 8th of February, as written 
“‘ by my daughter, which letters are ftated in the 
“© Cafe which was laid before Counfel, I did then, 
“ and do now, believe were written by my daugh- 


rads € 
¢~ Tam,,51R,. , 


<¢ Your moft obedient and: 
“© Moft humble Seryant,. 


“J, Gunninc.” 


<¢ Captain Bowen.” 


Blenheim, 


[ 


Blenheim, who confefled what was after- 


wards {worn to in his affidavit *, to whieh 


the reader is referred. 


Having now- evidence beyond the pofli- 


bility of a doubt, General Gunning, on 


the morning of the 9th of February, had 


a converfation with Mifs Minifie nearly to 


the effect mentioned in the pamphlet +, 


with 
* See the affidavit of William Pearce. 


+ © Wednefday, Feb. 9, General Gunning called 
me into his drefling-room ; I was at the time going 
to him, to tell him that Mifs Gunning had been ill 
the evening before, and that Dr. H-—----— had been. 
with her at the Duchefs.of B-———-='s requeft, which, 
before he {poke to me, I informed him of ; but how 
was I fhocked to hear him fay that he was not in the 
leaft furprifed at it, as fhe had fuch a load of guilt on 
her mind: that fhe had forged a letter from the D— 
of ————, and alfo thofe fuppofed to have been 
written by L—d B————; that fhe prevented his 


(General Gunning’s) Groom from going to B——m, 
and had given him the lettersavhich he was to fay he 


«* had 


W 
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ith the addition, that the General faid 


that the Groom’ Had informed him: of the 


£é 


a9 


t? x . ty 


truth 


———.— I afked 
him how it was poflible for her to get the feals of. the 
D. of —--> and of Lod B------! His ane 
fwer, was, fhe had feals of all kinds : and that fhe 


had been at Captain Bowen’s lodgings, on Sunday 
morning the 6th, before they gave up the two letters 
to Mrs. Gunning.—I told him thofe letters were-not: 
written in Mifs Gunning’s hand. His reply was, 
fhe could write all forts of hands.—I then .told him 
that I had an anonymous letter yefterday morning. 
He faid he knew that I had had one, and that it came 
from Captain Bowen ; which letter, my Lord, Mrs.’ 
Gunning has-inferted. He faid, if I would take 
her keys, I fhould find in her box the copies of thofe 
very letters: that ‘he did not like to {peak to Mrs. 

Gunning upon the fubjeét, as they were on bad terms. 
I did go up as-hedefired me. Shocked to be fure fhe 
was at the falfehoods her father had alledged againtt 
her ; but confcious innocence did not fuffer: her to be 
difcompofed, She gave me her keys; and I opened her 
box, in which there were no paper or letters but fuch 
as came from your Grace’s family.—1 weat again to 
General Gunning, and told him ‘there were no fuch’ 
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truth: to which Mifs Minifie anfwered, 


Mifs Gunning was determined to defend 


<¢ herfelf by oath.” The General faid, 


copies as he mentioned. Then, faid he, fhe muft 


- have burnt them.—I told him fhe was as innocent as 
‘an angel, and that fhe was determined to vindicate 


‘ herfelf. His reply was, that fhe would then be 


of 


would profecute her, and lay her in prifon 


ruined for ever; for that if fhe did, the D 


for life—that the only thing the had to do was, to go 


- into the country, or leave-England. © I replied, fhe 


would do neither; that fhe was determined to clear 
herinnocence. He faid that was impoflible, and bid 
me watch her, for otherwife, as foon as fhe felt the 
weight of her guilt, fhe would deftroy herfelf.— I 


had not patience to hear miore, and left the room. 


<¢ About an hour afterwards the General went out 
in the coach; and in another hour he {topped again 
at the door in his carriage, and fent up for me. He 
then beckoned me to come into the coach, which I 
did.—Tell my daughter, faid he, not to goto Argyll 
Houfe, for if fhe attempts it, fhe will not be let in. 
He again told me fhe muft go into the country or 
leave England; and I again repeated fhe would do 


neither.” 


If 


[ 2m 
If foy the could not think) of ftaying in his 
houfe. 


Thus convinced of the forgery, and the 
author, General Gunning, by the advice 


of his friends, wrote to the Duke of Marl- 


borough the following letter : 


«© London, 11th Feb. 1791. 


‘6 mY LORD, 


‘¢ | BEG leave to enclofe to your Grace 
‘¢ the copy of a letter which I had the ho- 
« nour to addrefs you on the 3d inftant, 
‘¢ and which I never doubted was to reach 
« your hands fafely, having been delivered 
‘6 to one of my own fervants, who was 
‘¢ ordered to proceed with it dire€tly to 
“© Blenheim. The fervant returned to 
‘¢ London on the evening of the 4th, pre- 
<¢ tending he had delivered my packet at 
‘¢ Blenheim the preceding evening, and 


<¢ brought to me a letter, which, from the 
E 2 «¢ fub- 


E AL) 


“* fubfcription, had the appearance of ari 
*‘ anfwer from your Grace, and the con- 
“* tents were as favourable as could be 
*¢- wifhed for the vindication of my daugh- 
**'ter’s character upon the points {tated in 
‘* my letter to your Grace of the 3d in- 


‘¢ ftant. 


** On the receipt of that letter I was on 
*¢ the point of fetting out for Blenheim to 
*¢ make my acknowledgements to your 
“Grace for the very liberal and explicit 
manner in which your fentiments have 
‘¢ been conveyed to me by that letter, 
which I took occafion to fhew to the 
Duke of Argyll, and fome other parti- 
cular friends, who were anxious to get 
* at the bottom of the whole of this buf- 
** nefs, for the fake of difcovering the 
truth,’ in preference to every other con- 


** fideration. 
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~** Tt occurred to us, however, that, be- 
fore waiting on your Grace for the above 
purpofe, I ought to take every proper 
means of afcertaining the fa&, whether 
that letter, received in anfwer to mine, 
was truly from your Grace, becaufe 
there had been reafon to {ufpec the au- 
thenticity of fome letters which, in the 
months of September, November, and 
January laft, had been brought to me 


with the apparent {ubfcriptions of Lord 
‘¢ Blandford. 


‘¢ Having learnt that Lord Henry Spen- 


““ cer was in town, we thought that: in 


‘* your Grace’s abfence the moft proper 


‘¢ and natural manner of attaining certainty 


‘on this point was by applying to his 
Lordfhip to know whether, from the 
handwriting, {ub{cription, and contents, 


he believed that letter to be a genuine 


66 
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one from your Grace. 


“* Nothing 


[goed 


*¢ Nothing could exceed my furprife 


‘when I learnt from Lord Henry, after 


an attentive perufal of the letter, that 


he was fully perfuaded it was not a ge- 


¢ nuine, but a fabricated, letter. 


*¢ This difcovery has led to the invefti- 
gation of other matters, the refult of 
which has brought to light a very ex- 
traordinary fcene of complicated decep- 
tions, fuch as leave no room to doubt, 
that, during the period while the re- 
ports were circulated of an intended 
marriage between Lord Blandford and 
my daughter, much unjuftifiable arti- 
fice, deception, and fabrication of let- 
ters, has been practifed for the purpofe 
of deceiving and mifleading me and my 
relations of the Duke of Argyll’s fa- 
mily, in order to perfuade us that both 
your Grace and the Duchefs of Marlbo- 
rough, and Lord -Blandfard, had, from 
declarations and conduct, given my 


‘¢ daughter 
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‘daughter ftrong reafon to believe that 
a marriage was once ferioufly intended 
between Lord Blandford and her. 


<¢ ‘The inveftigation lately made has af- 
forded the ftrongeft convidion to me, 
as well as to the Duke of Argyll and 
his family, that no degree of blame can, 
with any colour of juftice, be imputed 
to any of your Grace’s family for any 
thing that has pafled during the whole 
courfe of this unfortunate bufinefs. f 
with to God it were in my power to fay, 
with equal certainty, that no blame was 
imputable to any of my family. It is 
with deep regret that I perceive the 
blame which muft inevitably fall upon 
my infatuated daughter, whofe conduc 
has been equally unaccountable and un- 


judtifiable. 


<¢ If, from the deceptions practifed on 


na 4 ] 7 nte , 
me by my daughter, fentiments preju- 
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dicial to. the character or conduct of any 
of your Grace’s family have been at any 
time entertained on my part, the beft 
atonement that can now be made is by 
taking this early opportunity of dif- 
clofing to your Grace the refult of the 


invefligations lately made. 


‘< T am extremely forry that the repofe 
of your Grace’s family fhould have fuf- 
fered any temporary difturbance either 
from the conduct of any of my family, 
or from the reports circulated about an 
intended marriage between Lord Blands 
ford and my daughter. It has, there- 
fore, appeared to me a fatisfaction due 
to your Grace and your family, that, 
after attainin 


2 the. knowledge of the 


truth, I fhould lofe no time in thus con- 


‘ veying to your Grace the ftrong and 


real impreffion which the true flate of 
fats lately difcovered has made upon 
me, as well as upon the Duke of Argyll. 


‘¢ and 


a3. 


*¢ and his family, and the other particular 
‘¢ friends who have been fo good to affift 
‘¢ me in the progrefs of our late refearches 


‘6 for difcoverin g.the truth. 


«¢ T have the honour-to be, 
‘© With the greateit refpect, 
“My Lorp, 
*- Your Grace’s 
‘¢ Moft faithful and 
“© Obedient Servant, 
<¢ JoHn GUNNING.” 


 & His Grace the 
“ Duke of Marlborough.” - 


This letter produced the following anfwer: 


<¢ Sion Hill, 
ce Vebht2,/2991."* 


oon he 
“ I take the earlieft opportunity to 
‘¢ thank you for your letter of the 11th of 
«February, which I have juft now re~ 
“< ceived, and I muft affure you at the 
« fame time, that: your letter of February 3, 


F of 
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sé of which youenclofe meacopy, was never 
‘© received hy me; nor did I ever write to 
«© you; fo that the letter you fhewed my 
‘¢ fon Henry, muft have been a forgery. 
‘© Tam heartily forry for the uneafinefs 
<< you have felt on this bufinefs, and can 
‘© only fay that I really believe there never 
‘¢ was any foundation for the reports you 


‘¢ allude to. 
SF] amos aah 
‘¢ With great truth, 
‘© Your moft obedient 


¢¢ Humble Servant, 


‘¢ MARLBOROUGH.’ 


The bufinefs being in this ftate, Mrs. 
and Mifs Gunning having left the General’s 
Houfe, the fame became the public con- 
verfation of the town. Paragraphs were 
inferted in newfpapers, and Mrs. Gunning 


i havin g 
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having threatened to publith a letter to the 
Duke of Argyll on the fubjec, it was 
thought right that {teps fhould be taken to 
undeceive Mrs. Gunning, who appeared to 
be ignorant of her daughter’s conduct, and 
thereupon all the perfons whom i was 
fuppofed could explain or throw a light 
on the matter, were examined, and they 
made the following affidavits, copies where- 
of were fent to Mrs. Gunning, which, it 
was hoped, would have put a {top to any 
farther publications ; fhe has, however, 


publithed the letter herewith left * 


* Mrs, Gunning’s pamphlet, laid before Counfel. 
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MARY CRANE’s AFFIDAVIT. 


Middlefex to Wit. 


Mary Crane, fervant to Captain 
Bowen, maketh oath, and faith, that on or 
about Tuefday the firft day of February in- 
ftant, John (a fervant to Mifs Gunning of 
St. James’s Place) delivered, at Captain 
Bowen’s lodgings at No. 23, Queen-ftreet, 
May Fair, a packet which he defired might 
be given to Mrs. Bowen, faying, that mo 
anfwer fhould be fent for —‘¢ That Mifs 
‘¢ Gunning would either call herfelf on 
‘¢ Mrs. Bowen, or that the faid John 
‘¢ would come in the courfe of the day for 
‘¢ an anfwer.” And this deponent further 
faith, that on her return from chapel, on 
Sunday the 6th of February, fhe heard the 
voice of a lady on the ftairs—That the faid 
lady was then going down the faid ftairs— 
And on her obferving to her faid miftrefs 
(Mrs. Bowen) afterwards that fhe thought 
fhe had heard a lady’s voice—her faid 


miftrefs 


be gs 


miftrefs replied, ‘¢ Yes, it was Mifs Gun- 


ning’s.” 


“Sworn before me this Mark of 
17th day of Feb. | | 
1791 Mary CRANE. 

W. ADDINGTON. 


es, 


3 
FRANCOIS LUGRIN’s AFFIDAVIT. 
Middlefex to Wit. 

Francois Luerin dernierment 
domeftique chez Monfieur le Capitaine 
Bowen, fait ferment que Dimanche dernier 
huit jours, le fix de Fevrier inft. ul larfla 
entrer chez Capitaine Bowen (a numero 23, 
Queen Street, May Fair) Mademoifelle Gun- 
ning de Saint James’s Place (laquelle Made- 
moifelle il connoit de vie) et apres y avoir 
refter environ trois quarts d’heure, il la 
laifla fortir. Madlle Gunning y arriva & 
en fortit en chaife a porteurs, qui latten- 


doit dans la rue prochaine, 


FRANCOIS LUGRIN. 
Sworn before me this 


17th day of Feb. 


Tranflatien 


CL 3 Uy 
Tranflation of Francis Luerrn’s Affidavit. 
Middlefex to Wit. | ssn 


Francis Lucrin, late fervant to Capt. 
Bowen, maketh oath and faith, that lait 
Sunday fe’nnight, the 6th of February in- 
ftant, he. the deponent let: into. Captain 
Bowen’s lodgings (at No. 23, Queen Street, 
May Fair) Mifs Gunning of St. James’s 
Place, which lady he knows by fight; and 
the faid Mifs Gunning having remained 
about three quarters of an hour at his maf- 


ter’s, he the deponent let her out. 


The faid Mifs Gunning both came.and 
went away in a chair, which waited for 


her in the adjoining ftreet. 


Francis Lucrin. 


Sworn before me this | 
i7th day of Feb. 

ee Nt 

W. ADDINGTON. 
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Mr. AnD Mrs. BOWEN’s AFFIDAVIT *. 
Middlefex to Wit. | 
Essex Bowen, Efquire, and L1- 
SETTA his wife, make oath and fay, that 
Mifs Gunning, of St. James’s Place, came 
to their lodgings at No. 23, Queen Street, 
May Fair, on Sunday, the 6th day of Fe- 
bruary inftant, when the faid Mifs Gun- 
ning wrote two letters +, which fhe requefted 
might be fhewn to Mrs. Gunning, her moe, 
ther; and that the faid letters were in- 
clofed and delivered to Mrs. Gunning the 
fame day when fhe called on Mrs. Bowen. 


LiseTtaA BoweEnN- 
Essex Bowen. 
Sworn before me this 
i7th day of Feb. 
lao 
W. ADDINGTON. 


* This and the’ following affidavit were made by 
Mr. and Mrs. Bowen, not for the purpofe of being’ 
produced as evidence in their own caufe, but to con- 
tribute, with others, to undeceive Mrs. Gunning. 


+ Thefe are fuppofed to be the two letters which 
Mrs. Gunning ftates, pages 76 and 77. Vide p. 1Q- 
Mr. 
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Mr. BOWEN’s AFFIDAVIT. 

Essex Bowen, of Queen Street, 
May Fair, Efquire, maketh oath and faith, 
that on Tuefday, the 1ft day of F ebruary 
inftant, Mrs. Bowen, this deponent’s wife, 
gave to this deponent the note or letter 
how produced and fhewn to this’ deponent 
at the time of {wearing this his affidavit, 
marked with the letter B.*, and which this 
deponent, from the fignature-—E. Gun- 
wing—concluded to come from Mifs Gun- 
ning, the daughter of General Gunning. 
And this deponent further faith, that, toge- 
ther with the faid note or letter, was in« 
clofed under a cover, directed to Mrs. 
Bowen a paper writing, purporting to. be 
a letter from his Grace the Duke of Marl- 
borough to General Gunning ; and which 
paper writing this deponent, in compliance 
with the requett exprefled in the {aid note 
or letter marked (B), did faithfully copy and 
* Mifs Gunning’s firft letter to Mrs. Bowen, re- 


ceived the firft of February. See p. 11. 
G trani- 


[ 42 | 
tranfcribe. And this deponent further faith, 
that the faid paper writing, purporting to be 
a letter from the faid Duke of Marlborough 
to General Gunning as aforefaid, together 
with the faid copy thereof fo made by this 
deponent, were inclofed in a cover, and 
directed to the faid Mifs Gunning; and 
which this deponent underftood and be- 
lieves was afterwards given to a fervant, or 
other perfon, who called for the fame, as 
coming from the faid Mifs Gunning. And 
this deponent further faith, that on Sun- 
day, the 6th day of February inftant, he 
was given to underftand that fufpicions 
were entertained as to the authenticity of the 
correfpondence which had been reprefented 
to have taken place between the Duke of 
Marlborough, the Marquis of Blandford 
his fon, and the faid Mifs Gunning, and 
her father, General Gunning.—Upon this 
intimation, this deponent requefted Ge- 
neral Gunning to call on this’ deponent, 
which the faid General Gunning did on 


Tuef- 


‘Tuetday, the 8th day of February inftant; 
at which meeting this deponent put into 
the hands of General Gunning a copy of 
the aforefaid paper writing, purporting to 
be a letter from the Duke of Marlborough, 
to give General Gunning as aforefaid; 
which copy had been taken or made by the 
faid Mrs. Bowen from: that enclofed, and 
fent with the aforefaid note or letter marked 


B. 


the fame time, he this deponent, or the 


And this deponent further faith at 


{aid Mrs. Bowen, produced to General 
Gunning, the faid note or letter marked (B) 
as the note or letter in which the faid pa- 
per writing was inclofed under a cover, di- 
rected to Mrs. Bowen as aforefaid. And 
this deponent further faith, that the faid 
General Gunning difcovered much fur- 
prize at this deponent’s having in his pof- 
feflion a copy of the aforefaid paper writing 
or letter, which the faid General Gunning 
confidered himfelf to have received from 
the Duke of Marlborough, in anfwer to 
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ef Marlborough to the faid General Gun- 
ning, except that in making the faid copy, 
this deponent had written the word ** copy” 
at the top, andthe word “* figned”’ oppofite 
the fignature Marlborough, which faid 
words ‘* copy” ** figned”’, do not now ap- 
pear on the-faid copy, the faid words having 
been erafed fince the faid copy was wrote 
and fent as aforefaid.. And this deponent 
further faith, that the faid paper or letter 
marked (A) is the fame paper or letter 
which was produced by him, ,the {aid Ge- 
neral Gunning to this deponent and his faid 
wife, as herein before mentioned. And 
this deponent further faith, that although 
his Grace the Duke of Argyll, Lord Fre- 
derick Campbell, the Right Honourable. 
General Conway, Andrew Stuart, Efquire, 
and the aforefaid General Gunning, to 
whom the foregoing faéts have been {tated 
by this deponent, are fully {atisfied of the 
truth of fuch this deponent’s ftatement ; 
yet this deponent, anxious to relieve the 


feelings 


L ae 3 

feelings of General Gunning, and in’ the 
hope that Mrs. Gunning and her daughter, 
the aforefaid Mifs Gunning, may be brought 
to a right fenfe of the ferious confequences 
e which may refult from a public inveftiga- 
& tion of the reports which have gone abroad, 


is induced to make this affidavit. 


Essex Bowen, 


Sworn at the Public- 
Office in Symonds- 
Inn, the 24th day of 
February 1791, be- 
fore 


E. LEeps, 


AFFIDAVIT 
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AFFIDAVIT OF WILLIAM PEARCE. 


Wiriam Pearce, groom to Ge- 
neral Gunning, aged fifty, or thereabouts, 
maketh oath and faith that a pacquet and 
a letter were delivered to him by General 
Gunning, on the morning of the day on 
which he was directed by General Gun- 
ning to go to the Duke of Marlborough’s, 
and that he was directed to carry them to 
the Duke of Mariborough’s at Blen- 
heim; that immediately after the pacquet 
and letter had been fo delivered to this 
deponent by General Gunning, Hannah 
Hales, who was at that time Mifs Gun- 
ning’s maid, came to this deponent, and 
requefted him to go to Mifs Gunning; that 
he accordingly went to Mifs Gunning, who 
was then in her bed-chamber; that it was 
about 10 o’clock in the morning; that 
Mifs Gunning met this deponent at the 
door of her room, and faid you are going 
to the Duke of Marlborough’s.—That this 


I deponent 


EA OP PO PENNS VO in in 
: = c SSS a 


ee 
a 


= 


———— 
Se 


aie 


a a ET 


a 
Se 


ee 
— 


ee ee OE eS 
SS 


[ 48 
deponent anfwered, yes.—That then Mifs 
Gunning faid to this deponent, you muft 
10t go; that this deponent anfwered and 
faid, Mifs Gunning, itis a matter of trufh 
IT muft perform my truft—upon which 
‘Mafs Gunning faid, I would not have: you 
‘go for five thoufand pounds: And that the 
‘infifted upon his not going, time after time, 

‘and faid, that the bufinefs he was going 
dpot was concerning a letter, which»the. 
had had two or three days—And that fhe 
knew what the paper was which he had 

‘from her papa, and that it was of her own 
hand writing. And this deponent faith, 

‘that Mifs Gunning defired him toileave the 

‘papers which had ‘been deélivered'to himeby 
3eneral‘ Gunning with her, which the 

many times -infifted on. And: this depo- 

nentfaith, he-~vent down fairs and brought 

‘the papers which he had received: from 


ox, and delivered 'them ito 


‘General Gunning; 


Mis aes ie own hand.—That’ when 
the witnefg had delivered the papers which 


he 


he had received from General Gunning, to 
Mifs Gunning, fhe delivered to him a letter, 
which fhe faid was a letter from the Duke 
of Marlborough, and which fhe told this 
deponent fhe had opened and fealed it agam, 
with the Duke of Marlborough’s arms.— 
And this deponent faith, that he hath 
looked at the papers now produced, and 
fhewn to him this deponent, at the time 
-of {wearing this his affidavit, marked with 
‘the letter (A) being the cover of a letter; 
and that thefe words and figure ‘“* General 
‘* Gunning, St. James’ Place, London, 
*< February 3d” wrote thereon, are, as this 
deponent verily believes, of the fame hand- 
writing as the direction of the letter, which 
Mifs Gunning delivered to him; and that 
this deponent particularly obferved the day 
of the month written upon the faid covers 
and that he verily believes the faid cover fo 
fhéewn to hin to be the fame which was de- 
livered to this deponent, by the faid Mifs 
Gunning. And this deponent further 


faith, that Mifs Gunning ordered him to 


(2) 
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go out of town, and to ftay fuch time 
as he thought he ought to take in going 
to and returning from the Duke of 
Marlborough’s; and upon his return, to 
deliver the letter which fhe gave him to 
_ General Gunning. And this deponent far- 
ther faith, that he, this deponent, went 
out of town to Twickenham, and returned 
to town the next day between g and 10 
o'clock at night. ‘That upon his return to 
town, William Corrie, the oftler of the 
livery {tables where his mafter’s horfes. 
{tand, delivered to him a note or letter ; 
and that this deponent hath looked at the note 
or letter * now produced and fhewn to him 
at the time. of {wearing this his affidavit, 
marked with the letter (B). And this de- 


* Copy of the note or letter B. 


** William, you muft tell papa, when you giye 
*¢ him the Duke’s letter,-that his Grace fent his com- 
‘* pliments, and that he would return the papers 
‘* when he had done with them.” 

On the outfide, * For William.” 


3 ponent 


f at td 


ponent faith, that he believes the fame is the 


note which was fo delivered to him by the 
faid William Corrie as aforefaid. And this 
deporient faith, that he carried the letter 


which Mifs Gunning had given him as 


aforefaid, and mghich the had diretted him 


roelwertes General Gunning, to his - 


matter’s, General Gunning’s houfe. That 
his mafter was not at home, but that this 
-deponent delivered it to Thomas Walkis, 
his mafter’s valet. And this deponent 
faith, that the day before his mafter found 
it out, that is, before his mafter had dif- 
covered that this deponent had not been at 
the Duke of Marlborough’s, Mifs Gun- 


ning overtook this deponent in Piccadilly 


in her father’s carriage ; and that fhe called 
him to the door of the carriage, and fayed 
to him, you muft ftand to it, and if you 
are called upon, you muft fay you will take 
your oath of it, or ufed words to that or 
the like effe@&. And this deponent faith, 
he underftood Mifs Gunning to mean by 

. H 2 fuch 


ee} 
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fuch words as. aforefaid, that if this. de- 
ponent was afked. about the. letter: which. 
he delivered to General. Gunning’s valet as 
aforefaid, he, this deponent, fhould fay 
that he received that letter from the Duke 
of Marlborough. And this.deponent fays, 
that John Dean,, footman to General: Gun- 
ning, was. behind the carriage at, the time 
above mentioned; and that the faid John 
mentioned to him. after be came home, 
that he had heard; what Mifs’ Gunning 
fayed to him, this deponent, from the cars 
riage. And that the faid Johm Dean told. 
this deponent,, that. he, John, had+after- 
wards. ftopped. the. carriage and fpoke to 
Mifs Gunning about. the matter... And 
that the faid John Dean. told: this. depo- 
nent, that he, John, might be brought 
into.as great premunire as. this deponent ; 
that he expected it, and looked for it; that 
this deponent underftands. John. to. have 
meant fomething about a note which. Mifs 
Gunning had.fent: by John to Mrs. Bowen, 


and 


and. that he fo: underftands,. fronna conver- 
fation which he afterwards: had: with fome 
of the fervants of General Gunning:. And 
this deponent faith, that he has, never feen 
Mifs Gunning fince fhe left her father’s 
houfe;, but that in. the courfe of the laft 
week, Hannah Hales, whomithis deponent 
believes is the fervant: of Mifs: Gunning, 
came to: General) Gunning’s houfe between 
6 and 7 o’clock in the evening, and faid 
fhe wanted to fpeak: with. this: deponent,. 
and’ that fhe pulled a paper out of: her 
pocket. which fhe faid Mifs Gunning defired 
her ta give to: this deponent to read; and 
that this deponent read: the: fame two or 
three times, andithat to the beft of this:de- 
ponent’s: recollection: the contents of: the 
paper were, that if this deponent would 
take his oath that he-had not delivered the 
papers ‘which had been delivered to him by 
General Gunning, as before 1s mentioned; to 
Mifs Gunning, that fhe would fettle twenty 
pounds a year on him for life, and that he 


might 


Li see J: 


might go to Wales, or where he pleafed, 
and that fhe would pay him quarterly : 
That this deponent told the faid Hannah 
Hales he would not do any fuch thing 
for all the world, and defired her to tell 
Mifs Gunning that he would do no fuch 
thing ; and Hannah Hales then faid to this 
deponent, that fhe had before told her mif- 
trefs fo. And this deponent faith, that 
when he had read the paper, which he 
did two or three times, he returned ‘it to 
Hannah Hales, who refufed to let this de- 
ponent keep the fame, and faid fhe was or- 
dered not. And this deponent faith, he 
believes that the paper fhewn to him by 
Hannah Hales was Mifs Gunning’s hand 
writing, he this deponent having often 
een her hand writing ;_ but that it appeared 
to.this deponent to have been written faft. 
And this deponent faith, that he never was 
at Captain Bowen’s houfe, and. that he 
does not know Mr. or Mrs. Bowen if he 


Was 


fh caees.. 3) 


was to fee them, and that he does not 


know where Captain Bowen lives. 


— 


WILLIAM, PEARCE. 


Sworn at my houfe 
in Lincolns-Inn 
Fields this ait 
day of February, 
1791, | 
Before me, 


Joun Orb. 


AFFIDAVIT 


[ 256 3] 


AFFIDAVIT of ISAAC CLEMMITT, WIL~~ 
LIAM CORRIE, and JOSEPH HILL. 


Isaac CLEMMITT, of the White Bear 
Inn, Piccadilly, ftablekeeper; Wiliam 
Corrie, head oftler; and Jofeph Hill, -un- 
der ofiler to the faid aac Clemmitt, .each 
{peaking for himfelf, feverally make oath 
and fay; and firft, this deponent, Ifaac 
Clemmitt, for himfelf, faith, that he this 
deponent being riding on horfeback in Pic- 
cadilly, he was called to by Mifs Gunning, 
who was then in her father, General Gun- 
ning’s, coach, nearly oppofite St. James's 
church ; that Mifs Gunning gave to this 
deponent a note, or letter, and defired he 
would deliver the fame to William (mean- 
ing, as this deponent underftood, General 
Gunning’s groom) hefore he went to his 
mafter, General Gunning’s. And ¢his de- 
ponent faith, that he verily believes that the 


nore 


ye 


eT 

ote or letter now produced, and {hewn to 
him at the time of {wearing this his affi- 
davit marked (B) *, zs the fame note or 
letter that Mifs Gunning fo delivered to him 
this deponent. And this deponent faith, that 
he this deponent returned. home with the 
note, and delivered it to the other depo- 
nent;. Jofeph Hill, who is under oftler to 
this:deponent, and defired him to be very 
particular, and on‘no confideration to omit 
delivering the fame to General Gunning’s 
groom (meaning the fervant who was out 
with General Gunning’s horfe), And this 
deponent faith, that the faid note or letter 
was ‘delivered to this deponent by Mufs 
Gunning on Friday the fourth day of Fe- 
bruary \initant ; and that he is the more 
certain as to the day, as it appears from his 


books that the General’s horfe was booked 


* The note or letter referred to in. the groom’s affi- 


davit.—See page 47. 


[ 38) 
out on the third—and booked in on the 
fourth of February inftant ;.-and this depo- 
nent faith, that he knows Mifs Gunning’s 
perfon perfectly well. And this deponent, 
Jofeph Hill, for himfelf, faith, that he well 
remembers that his mafter, the faid Ifaac 
Clemmitt, gave him a note or letter in the 
afternoon a few hours before William, Ge- 
neral Gunning’s groom, came home; that 
this deponent put the faid note or letter 
into his. pocket, and afterwards told the 
other deponent, William Corrie, the head 
oftler, that he had a note for William, Ge- 
neral Gunning’s groom. And this depo- 
nent, Jofeph Hill, further faith, that when 
William, General Gunning’s groom, came 
home, this deponent being then at fupper, 
his fellow fervant, the other deponent, 
William Corrie, came to this deponent and 
afked him for the note, which this depo- 
nent gave to him, and fays, be verily believes 
the note or letter now produced to this depo- 
nent, at the time of {wearing this his affi- 


davit 


Lo 
davit marked (B), is the fame note or letter 
that was delivered to this deponent, and by 
him given to the faid other deponent, William 
Corrie, as aforefaid. And this deponent, 
William Corrie, for himfelf, faith, that 
the other deponent, Jofeph Hull, did, on 
the fourth day of February inftant, inform 
this deponent, that he had a note for Wil- 
liam, General Gunning’s groom, which he 
had received from his mafter, meaning the 
{aid Ifaac Clemmitt: That on the faid 
groom’s return this deponent went into the 
kitchen to the faid Jofeph Hill, and afked 
him for the note, which the faid Jofeph 
Hill delivered to this *deponent ; and that 
this deponent took it down to the ftable, 
and gave it’ to General Gunning’s faid 
groom ; that there was a dire¢tion on the 
note for William. And this deponent be- 
lieves that the note or letier now produced, 
and fhewn to him at the time of {wearing 
this his affidavit, marked with the letter 


(B), is the fame note or letter which was 
delivered 


[ 60 J 
delivered to this deponent, and by him given ie 
the faid groom as aforefaid. 


All fworn at my 
houfe in Lin- Isaac Ckemmirr, 
coln’sInn Fields Wiuniztram Corriz, 
this twenty-firft JosepH Hix. 
day of February 


1791, before me, 


Joun Orp. 


THE END. 


BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT, oppofite 
Burlington Houfe, Piccadilly. 


HE PARLIAMENTARY REGISTER; or, The 
é HISTORY of the ProceepinGs and DeBates of 
BOTH HOUSES of PARLIAMENT during the prefent 
Seffion. 


Revifed and collated with the Notes of the feveral Members 
who have very obligingly communicated them to the Editors, 
who beg leave to return their moft grateful acknowledgments, 
and to entreat a continuance of their countenance and fupport, 
which they will endeavour to deferve by a faithful attention to 
all their favours. 


No. VIII. of the PRESENT Szssion, publifhed this Day, 
contains the Debate on Mr. DUNDAS’s Refolutions on the 
India War. 


*..* This Work has for many years been honoured with 
the moft diftinguifhed approbation of the Public, having been 
frequently referred to by individuals of all parties, and ac- 
knowledged to confift of the faireft, fulleft, and moft impartial 
Statement of PARLIAMENTARY DEBATES and PRO- 
CEEDINGS ever printed inthe kingdom. Upon the feveral 
great National Queftions, the moft important Debates have 
been collated, revifed, and corrected by the principal Speakers. 
This Work is farther rendered particularly interefting, by 
containing copies of all the important STATE PAPERS 
laid upon the Tables of both Houfes for the Perufal of the 
Members. 


During the laft Seffion the Papers have been, the NAVY, 
ARMY, and ORDNANCE ESTIMATES ; Produce of 
all the TAXES, CUSTOMS, EXCISE, STAMPS, and 
INCIDENTS, Imports and Exports, from and to all the 
Nations in EUROPE, AMERICA, AFRICA, the WEST 
INDIES, &c. Income and Charges upon the CONSOLI- 
DATED FUND; State of the Whale Fifhery, Naval Stores, 
imported from RUSSIA, &c. &c. in one large Volume, 
price 14s. half bound and lettered. 


In the former Seffions are printed, beides the Annual Ac- 
counts, the imporant Report of Mr. THOMAS PITT, on 
the FUNDED and UNFUNDED Debt, with all the Docu- 
ments referred to, printed-verbatim, and alfo the interefting 
REPORT of the SELECT COMMITTEE in 1786, on 
ghe PUBLIC INCOME and Expenditure; together with 
"every Paper of Confequence that has either occupied the 
attention of Parliament, or afforded Information to the 
Public. 

Of 


BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT. 


Of whom may be had, 

The Parliamentary Regifter, from the General Election 
in t7@0, to 1784. In 14 volumes, price sl. ss. half bound 
and lettered. 

The Parliamentary Regifter, from the General Election 
in 1784, to the Diffolution of Parliament in 1790. In13 
volumes, price 61. 12s. half bound and lettered. 

§§§ Gentlemen who want any Numbers to complete their 
Sets, are requefted to apply to the Publither, or to their refpec- 
tive Bookfellers, as fpeedily as poifible. 


A corre&t LIST of the MINORITY on Mr. GREy’s 
Motions in the Houfe of Commons, April i2, 1791, againft 
the War.  Priee 6d. 

A thortt SEASONABLE HINT, addreffed to the LAND- 
HOLDERS and MERCHANTS of Great Britain, on the Alarm 
of a War with Ruffia. Price Is. 


CONSIDERATIONS on the Approach of a WAR, and 
the Conduct of His MAJESTY’s MINISTERS. © Price 
1s. 6d. 

CONSIDERATIONS on the PRUSSIAN TREATY; 
to which is added aCopy of the Treaty, Price rs. 6d. 


Queries concerning the CONDUCT which ENGLAND 
fhould follow in Foreign Politics in the prefent State of Eu- 
rope. By Sir JOHN DALRYMPLE, Bart. price 2s. 6d. 


The Subftance of the Speech of the MARQUIS of 
LANSDOWN, in the Houfe of Lords, December 14,' 1790, 
on the Subjeét of the Convention with Spain, figned October 
18,1790. Price FSi 


OFFICIAL PAPERS relative to the Difpute between 
the Courts of Great Britain and Spain, on the Subject of the 
Ships captured in Nootka Sound, and the Negotiation that fol- 
lowed thereon; together with the Proceedings in both Houfes 
of Parliament on the King’s Meffage; to which are added 
the Report of M. De MIRABEAU, and the fubfequent De- 
crees of the National Affembly of France on the Family Com- 
pact. Price, 2s. 6d. 

The ERRORS of the BRITISH MINISTER, in the 
Negotiation with the Court of Spain. Price 2s. 6d. 

A SKETCH of the REIGN OF GEORGE THE 
THIRD, from 1780, to the Clofe of the Year 1790. sth 


Edition. Price 4s. fewed. 


A LET- 


BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT. 


A LETTER to the Right Honourable EDMUND 
BURKE, from Sir BROOKE BOOTHBY, Bart. Price 
2s. 6d. 


An INQUIRY into the PRINCIPLES of TAXATION, 
chiefly applicable to Articles of immediate Confumption. 


4to, Price 12s. in boards. 


THOUGHTS on the probable INFLUENCE of the 
FRENCH REVOLUTION on Great Britain. Price 1s. 


The SUBSTANCE of the SPEECH of the Right Ho- 
nourable EDMUND BURKE, in the Debate on the Army 
Eftimates in the Houfe of Commons, July 9, 1790; com- 
prehending a Difcuffion of the Situation of Affairs in France. 
4th Edition, price 1s. 


A VINDICATION of the Right Honourable EDMUND 
BURKE’s RefleGtions, in Anfwer to his Opponents. - Price 
2s. 6d. 


THOUGHTS on GOVERNMENT, occafioned by Mr. 
Burke’s Refleétions, by GEORGE ROUS, Efq. The ath 
Edition. Price 2s. 


THE EAST -INDIA KALENDAR; or, ASIATIC 
REGISTER, for Bengal, Madras, Bombay, Fort Marlbo- 
rough, China, and St. Helena. Forthe Year1791. Ona 
more extenfive plan than any hitherto offered to the Public. 
Containing complete and corre&t Lifts of the Civil, Military, 
Marine, Law, and Revenue Eftablifhments; Public Offices ; 
Bankers; Greek, Armenian, Mogul, and Portuguefe Mer- 
chants; Company’s Agents at Home and Abroad; with a 
correct Lift of Britifh European Subjeéts refiding in India, not 
in the Company’s fervice, &c. &c. Price 2s. 6d. fewed. 


A Treatifeon WATERING MEADOWS; wherein are 
fhewn fome of the many Advantages arifing from that Prac- 
t.ce ; particularly on coarfe, bogey, or barren Lands, and qhe 
Method ef performing the Work. Alfo the Remarks on a 
late Pamphlet upon that Subject, with tive Copperplates, 
Second edition, with confiderable additions. By G&orGE 
BoswELL, of Piddletown, Dorfet. Price 3s,——--~—~ 
‘¢ Flooding is truly the beft of all improvements, where it 
*< can be effected ; and there ought not to bea fingle acre of 
*« Jand neglected which is capable of.”"’—-Kent’s Mints to the 
Landed Intereft. 


The 


BOOKS printed for J. DEBRETT. 


The REPORT of the SELECT COMMITTEE, to 
whom it was referred to examine and ftate the feveral Ac- 
counts, and ether Papers prefented to the Houfe of Com- 
mons, relating to.the Public Income and Expenditure: and 
alfo to report to the Houfe what may be expeéted to be the 
annual Amount of the faid Income and Expenditure in fu- 
ture, March 24, 1786. Price 3s. 

*.* This important Report contains an authentic State- 
ment of every Part of the Britifh Revenue; with Documents 
and Vouchers for every Department and Office ; and includes 
the Appendix complete. 


ORSERVATIONS on the MANUFACTURES, TRADE, and 
PRESENT STATE of IRELAND, by John Lord Sheffield. 
Third Edition. Price 7s. in boards 

This work includes the important queftion relative to the 
Opening the Ports of Great Britain to the Manufaétures of 
Ireland, and alfo to the Colonial and Foreign Produce of that 
Kingdom, 


OBSERVATIONS on the COMMERCE of the AMERICAN 
STATEs, with an Appendix, containing Remarks’ on’ the 
Trade and Navigation of Britain, and on thé/late Proclama~ 
tious, The Sixth Edition, with confiderable Additions, and 
feveral interefting Tables. By JouN Lorp SHEFFIELD. 
Price 6s. in boards 

To this Edition is prefixed an Introduétion, in reply to 
the Remarks and Objections which have been publifhed again 
this work. 


OBSERVATIONS on the PROJECT for ABOLISHING 
the SLAVE TRADE, and on the Reafonablenefs of at- 
tempting fome practicable mode of relieving the Negroes ; 
SECOND EDITION, with ADDITIONs, by JoHN LorpD 
SHEFFIELD. Price Is. 6d. 


EXTRA OFFICIAE STATE PAPERS; addréffed to 
the Right Honourable Lord RAWDON, and the other 
Members of the Two Houfes of Parliament, affociated for 
the Prefervation of the Conftitution, and promoting the 
Profperity of the Brinth Empie. By a late Under Secretary 
of State. In 2 vols. Price 7s. in boards; 


An INQUIRY into the SITUATION of the EAST- 
INDiA COMPANY, from Papers laid before the Houle of 


, 
Commons in 1787, 1788, 1789, and 1790, with an Appen- 
dix of interefting Papers. By George Crauford, Efq. price 6s. 
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